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Persecution, secrecy,
devotion, hidden sex lives—
fearpi^sts tell their Tories.

s:W^Re\. Paul Shanley,
^ indrcled pedophile who

^ as a gay activist
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A DEFENSE DEPARTMeiTINSiDER BREAKS HIS SItENCE
CHRISTINA CRAWFORD'S NEW DISH



THE DANGEROUS
LIVES OF GAY

PREsrs
l^earing a witch-hunt in the wake of the sex abiise scandal,

gayRoman Catholic priests talk of their dedication to their work
and their God—and of the secret loves that put their careers at risk

By MUBARAK DAHIR

wo years ago, in the South-
B western United States, a
I newcomer joined a secret
I support group ofgay priests

•A. whomeet regularly for din
ner. Longtime member Father Brent
was instantly attracted to the guest's
"boy next door" looks. Newcomer Father
James "spokf so sincerely and gently
about his struggles being a gay priest—
wanting to be honest about it—that I
was touched in my heart," says Father
Brent. "I wanted tliat too." [Wests iden
tified only b\- lirst nanie liave been given
pseudonyms to protect their privacy.]

A week later, Father Brent phoned
Father James, who lived about a two-

hour drive away, and asked him out to
dinner. "We both tried to pretend it
wasn't a date," says Father Brent.

Not long after that dinner. Father
Brent and Fatiier James fell in love.

It was a complication noitlier l\iid an
ticipated at the beginning of their ca
reers. A high school con\'en to Catholi
cism. Father Brent had gone into the
jjriestliood feeling "it was an opportuni-
t>' to truly bring God's love to people. I
wanted others to know the joy 1 had

found." As a parish pastor, he carries out
the full range of priestly duties, from
saying daily Mass to counseling married
couples to blessing worshipers' rosaries.
His most fulfilling task, he says, is
preaching; "Brii\ging complex spiritual
and scriptural issues to a level everyone
can touch is exciting."

Fatiter James came to the priesthood
late in life, after working in the secular
world. "I had an empty life," he says. "1
felt everything I was doing was just for
myself, and 1 wasn't giving anything
back to others. 1wanted more n^eaning."

By the time he met Father Brent, Fa
ther James had had other sexual li

aisons. He knew that many priests—gay
and straight—carried on clandestine sex
lives. FatJier Brent figured he and Fatlier
James could continue in their furtive,

long-distance love affair indefinitely.
Then leaders of the Roman Catholic

Church began blaming gay priests for
tlie sex scandcUs tliai are now haunting

Uio church after decades of co\'er-ups.

Illinois bishop Wilton GregoiT.', head of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish

ops—tlie man who so eloquently' ajiolo
gized to victims at the June bishops'
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coiiference in Dallas [see page 35]—had
spoken of an "ongoing struggle"' against
the priesthood being "dominated by ho
mosexual men." Philadelphia cardinal
Anthony Be\ilacqua, who has ordered
seminaries mider his control to reject

gay ^plicants, insisted that no gay man,
celibate or not. could be "a suitable can

didate for the priestliood."
The danger of a witch-hunt and public

exorcism of gay priests—whether ac
cused of sexual abuse of children or

not—has become all too real in recent

months. In March, ^'atican spokesman
Joaquin Na\'arro-Valls suggested that one
step in solving the sex abuse problem
might be to root out and eject all gays
from the Catholic priesthood. Then in
May, Milwaukee archbishop Rembert
Weakland was forced out of his job after
a gay adult relationship some 20 years
earlier was revealed. Weaklands accuser,

Paul Marcoux, says the priest "date-
raped" liim in 1979. when Marcoux was
31 and Weakland was 52: tlie archbishop
has indicated thai tlie affair was consen

sual and tJiai he cul it off in 1980 m order

to return to a life of celibao,-. In tiie 1990s,

however, aftei' thi-eatening to file a •












